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Parker Gallery is proud to present Water, Water, Everywhere, a solo exhibi-
tion by Claudia Keep, her second at the gallery.

Known for her paintings drawn from a personal archive of photographs, 
Keep here turns her sustained attention to a single elemental subject: 
water. Conveying the intimacy of keen observation, Keep explores water 
in many manifestations–river swimmers, ocean waves, clouds illuminated 
at sunset, and afternoon coffee. The show takes its title from Samuel Tay-
lor Coleridge’s 1834 long-form poem The Rime of the Ancient Mariner, in 
which a cursed sailor bears the weight of an albatross bird around his neck, 
and can only be freed through a sincere appreciation of life in all its forms. 
In Keep’s paintings, water sparkles wondrously, and reconnects us to the 
enchantment of our familiar world. 

Keep returns repeatedly to scenes and subjects that have sustained her 
practice—a glass of water on a patterned table cloth, rain-spattered road 
ways—continuously drawing the viewer into micro experiences that feel 
nostalgic and voyeuristic simultaneously. Rendered in oil on masonite, 
the paintings preserve the artist’s poignant perception into quotidian 
moments. Through vernacular subject matter that eschews fixed meaning, 
Keep reveals a poetic, diaristic relationship to the small encounters that 
form our world. 

The exhibition will feature five multi-panel paintings, a recent development 
in Keep’s practice. The panoramic format heightens the immersive quality 
of her compositions, which can veer into abstraction in her depictions of 
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moving water. Keep’s all-over compositions seem to freeze the memory of 
an experience. Across all Keep’s work, sensation is at the forefront, remind-
ing us how it feels to look at the world. 
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