
 Parker Gallery is proud to present a tribute to the Candy Store Gallery.  
Nestled on a hillside above the historic mining town of Folsom, CA, the Can-
dy Store was a little-known yet deeply beloved detour from Sacramento.  The 
proprietor, Adeliza McHugh, was a rare breed: an aspiring confectioner who, at 
fifty years of age, made the audacious decision to open an art gallery after her 
efforts to sell almond nougat were rebuffed by the local health department.1 
 The Candy Store includes original works of art by Suzanne Adan, Robert 
Arneson, Luis Cruz Azaceta, Clayton Bailey, Roy De Forest, David Gilhooly, 
Irving Marcus, Gladys Nilsson, Jim Nutt, Jack Ogden, Maija Peeples-Bright, 
Sandra Shannonhouse, Michael Stevens, Chris Unterseher, Peter VandenBerge 
and Joseph Yoakum.  The upstairs gallery features original Candy Store posters, 
announcements and photographs, together with various exhibition catalogues.
 Adeliza’s impressive artistic orbit can be traced to two key artists of the 
Candy Store gang: Robert Arneson and Irving Marcus.  Marcus was singled out 
by Adeliza after she stumbled upon his work in a group exhibition of local talent 
at the Crocker Art Museum in Sacramento.  Adeliza managed to convince him to 
let her take a few works on consignment. 

 “WITHIN THREE DAYS SHE SOLD THE FIRST ONE TO A MAN  

 WORKING AT AEROJET WHO WANTED TO BUY SOME CANDY  

 FOR HIS WIFE.  ADELIZA SAID, ‘WHY NOT BUY HER A PAINT-

 ING INSTEAD?,’ AND HE DID.” 2  

 Marcus soon introduced her to fellow art faculty at Sacramento State 
College, including Jack Ogden and later, Gladys Nilsson and Jim Nutt.  Robert 
Arneson fondly remembered Adeliza’s first visit to UC Davis:     

“THIS LADY CAME AND TOLD ME SHE HAD THIS LITTLE 

HOUSE IN FOLSOM AND SHE WANTED TO OPEN UP A GAL-

LERY.  I THOUGHT SHE WAS KIND OF SILLY...SO I GAVE HER 

SOME REAL RAUNCHY FUNKY CUPS I HAD MADE, LITTLE 

SMALL WORKS THAT WERE RELATIVELY SEXUAL...MAYBE 

A LITTLE SCATALOGICAL.  THEY WERE TOTALLY OFF THE 

WALL AND NO ONE ON EARTH, CERTAINLY IN FOLSOM, 

CALIFORNIA WAS GOING TO TOUCH ANYTHING LIKE THAT...

IN ABOUT TWO WEEKS TIME SHE CAME BACK TO MY STU-

DIO AND SAID ‘WELL, I NEED SOME MORE WORK.’” 3
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 Pleasantly surprised by Adeliza’s prowess, Arneson would introduce her 
to his circle at UC Davis, including Roy De Forest and graduate students David 
Gilhooly, Chris Unterseher and Peter VandenBerge.  Roy De Forest and Clay-
ton Bailey would make a weekend of the Candy Store; driving their work up on 
a Saturday night and camping out alongside the Folsom Lake Reservoir before 
attending the opening on Sunday afternoon.4  With the promise of Adeliza’s 
homemade lemon cake, some folks came all the way from Los Angeles.  There 
was plenty of fanfare for a visit by actor and art collector Vincent Price:

“ADELIZA MCHUGH IS ONE OF THOSE RARE PEOPLE SO 

SENSITIVE TO THE ART FOR WHICH SHE HAS A FEELING, 

THAT SHE MAKES YOU FEEL IT TOO.  MOST OF THE WORK 

SHE SHOWS HAS NAïVE QUALITIES, AND OF COURSE, THIS 

VERY NAIVETÉ MAKES IT ALL HIGHLY SOPHISTICATED.” 5

 Adeliza’s Candy Store remains an unfathomable footnote in Northern Cali-
fornia’s art history.  The gallery’s longevity (1962 - 1992) only adds to the anom-
aly. How Adeliza McHugh, without any formal experience in art, cultivated one 
of the most forward-thinking contemporary art programs, so far removed from 
any major arts capital, is a quandary that almost certainly confused the big-city 
dealers with whom she shared her artists (namely Allan Frumkin and Phyllis 
Kind) and one that will surely plague future art historians debating the matter.
 The Candy Store will be on view June 10th through August 11th, 2018.  Park-
er Gallery is open Thursday through Saturday, 12–6pm, and by appointment. 
Please email info@parkergallery.com for further information.

4. Conversation with Betty Bailey (March 2018).
5. Vincent Price, “Way Out Art Found Way Out of the Way,” Barron’s (March 16, 1988).
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